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New Requirements for Thanaweyah
20" April 2021

Dear Parents
Ramadan Mubarak

The Minister for Education, Dr. Mohammed Abdulwahad Al Hamad, has issued schools with Memo No.
11 (April 5th, 2021,) detailing new exam and grade requirements for students to pass their Thanaweyah
(High School graduation). Please read this letter carefully, because the changes contained within the
memo increase what is required of students to pass and has implications for your child’s future. The
first group of students to whom this will apply are those currently in Year 9. The new requirements
will operate from the start of Academic Year in 2021-2022.

With Ta’allum’s ‘year on year’ improvements in exam results during the recent past, we are confident
that we can support students to be successful. Nevertheless, it is clear that schools and students will
have to work hard to raise levels of achievement and aspiration to meet the new more challenging
requirements.

The Key Points of the Memo are as follows:

e Students must complete 12 years of education

e All students must complete their course of Islamic Studies and study for a 1* Language
qualification in Arabic at IGCSE.

e There are 4 options for students to pass Thanaweyah, as follows:

Option 1 | 7 IGCSE subject passes (grades A*-D or 9-3) and 3 AS passes (grades A-D - 1 of which
may be an E grade.)

Option 2 | 7 IGCSE subject passes (grades A*-D or 9-3) and 1 AS pass, plus a full A level pass A*-D
— 1 of which may be an E grade.)

Option 3 | 5 IGCSE subject passes (grades A*-D or 9-3) and 4 AS passes (grades A-D - 1 of which
may be an E grade.)

Option4 | 5 IGCSE subject passes (grades A*-D or 9-3) and 2_AS passes, plus one full A level
pass A*-D — 1 of which may be an E grade.)

e Students must sit their exams at their school exam centre.

e |n exceptional cases e.g. for mature students who have finished Year 12, approval must be
sought from the MoEHE in respect of Thanaweyah.

e InYear 11, students may study 1 BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in ICT or Engineering
(equivalent to 2 subjects at IGCSE)

e InYear 12, students may study 1 BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in ICT or Engineering
(equivalent to 1 subject at AS level.)

The Academy will work with its MoEHE representative to clarify the precise details of the requirements.
Please be assured of our best efforts to support and guide your child to meet the challenge.

Yours faithfully

Principal
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